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Humans suffer from peculiarly 
self-centered notions as to the nature of 
life. We assume out of hand that other 
lifeforms must somehow conform to our 
comfortable standards of logic and 
morality. This, of course, is absurd. 


Our human 

in tissue of arbitrary 
principle, easily ignored 
when expedient. Why 
should we expect more 
from alien lifeforms than 
we expect from ourselves! 


iP. Al rights reserved. 


Excerpts from the confidential paper 
"Theory of Alien Propagation" by Dr. 
Waidslaw Orona, civilian advisor to 
the Colonial Marine Corps. 


Judging from the alien's dense exoskeleton and 
remarkable adaptability, we must assume their 
homeworld to be a harsh, desolate environment. 


We know from the encounter on 
Acheron that the aliens have a 
Queen-based hierarchy. We also 
know they form hives to protect 
their young. 
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At some point, perhaps 
cyclical, the hive's queen must. 
sense the instinctive need to 
propagate new colonies, and 
lays eggs that will later hatch 
as queen-larvae. 


At the proper time, the 
drones provide host bodies 
for the fledgling queens. 


For many in the research community, this 
“| parasitical breeding process is the single most 
Fe disturbing aspect of the entire alien phenomenon. 


Given the aliens’ legendary 
"temperament," it's likely 
that these special breeding 
eggs are quickly removed 
from the queen's chamber 
and sheltered elsewhere. 


Of course, for the aliens, it is completely 
natural—their equivalent of giving a 
bottle to a baby. 
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© The actual incubation period is 
relatively short, a matter of days 
or even hours. 


a mam As the fledgling queens emerge, | N 
Birth is an ordeal of there may wellbeabattlefor | ^ q 


pain and violence. dominance. Imagine a species YAN 
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à copper} where the first conscious act of K © 
E life is killing. a 
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Even so, I hesitate to imply any 
sort of "Darwinian" connotation 
to these struggles. 
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Killing may merely be a way x 
for the newborn queen to S 
define its own reality. 
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v] | Soon, the new queen would 
J| lead a contingent of drones 


away from the old hive. 
The drones are the queen's slaves, 
and there would be nothing more 


À important than the construction 
of the new hive. 


If natural building material were 
unavailable, perhaps othe: 
elements—would be substitute: 


cannibalism so much as a 
remarkably ruthless practicality. 


nesting instinct is a po! 
one. Early on, all effort would be 
concentrated on completing the 


Ma) The aliens would not think in terms of 
sacrifice. The hive is all. To assume 
death has meaning to these creatures 

j| is to deny their greatest power. 


state of balance. This would be as 
true of the alien homeworld as 
our own. 


Some would live, some 
would die, and the alien 
herd would be kept in 
check. 


The bodies of the dead would be 

used to reinforce the walls of the 

hive. The cycle would continue. 
if The ecosystem would survive. 


The violent, uncontrollable alien 
infestations occurred when the 
creatures were removed from a 
their natural habitat. fi 


We can only guess how this 
might have happened. Perhaps 
it was millions of years ago. 
Perhaps only decades. 


The creatures would not be concerned with the 
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The end result is all 
that matters. 
Somehow the aliens 
were transplanted 
to other worlds. 
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All that was left was prey. >> 


particulars of their environment. They would 
concern themselves only with circumstances. 
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The natural predators were gone. 
The balance was gone. 


omo or the 
on Acheron 


Mİ Man has never been comfortable 
| in space. Even with our ships and 
atmosphere suits and weapons, 

we are intruders. 


A hostile environment—ample B 
the aliens mi e felt 


Find out more about the aliens in 
Aliens™ from Dark Horse Comics! 


